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*This survey was conducted online by Harris Poll on behalf of Merck and the ADA from April 12-26, 2016 among 1,003 U.S. adults age 18 and older who have ever been diagnosed with type 1 or type 2 diabetes; not employed by a federal, state, county, or local 
government agency/facility; does not personally work/have a household member who works in a competing industry; and is not currently involved in a medical clinical trial. Data were not weighted and are only representative of those who completed the survey.

KNOW YOUR RISK FOR CERTAIN SERIOUS ILLNESSES

On behalf of the American Diabetes Association and Merck, an online 
survey was conducted among 1,000 ADULTS with diabetes to learn 
about awareness and understanding of the risk for certain illnesses. 

GOOD COMMUNICATION WITH YOUR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS CAN HELP  
YOU LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR RISK FOR CERTAIN SERIOUS ILLNESSES.

For more information about pneumococcal pneumonia, flu, or hepatitis B,  
talk to your healthcare professionals, and visit www.diabetesforecast.org/understand-your-personal-risk.

NEARLY  
30 MILLION PEOPLE 
in the U.S. are living with diabetes,  
and 90-95% have type 2 diabetes.

Results show most adults 18+ with diabetes were unaware of their 
increased risk for certain serious illnesses including pneumococcal 
pneumonia/pneumococcal disease, flu and hepatitis B.  

Only 41% of respondents knew that adults with diabetes were much more/somewhat more likely to be hospitalized  
from the flu and its complications than adults without diabetes. In fact, adults living with diabetes are  

3x more likely to be hospitalized from the flu and its complications compared to people without diabetes.

FLU

35% of the diabetes patients surveyed wish they knew more about pneumococcal pneumonia/pneumococcal disease.

PNEUMOCOCCAL DISEASE

In fact, adults with diabetes are about 3x more likely 
to develop pneumococcal pneumonia/pneumococcal 
disease compared to healthy adults of the same age.

About 1 in 3 respondents (35%) believed they 
were at least somewhat likely to get pneumococcal 
pneumonia/pneumococcal disease.

Only 12% of respondents believed that adults with diabetes were much more/somewhat more likely to get hepatitis B compared to adults 
without diabetes. Actually, people with diabetes have higher rates of hepatitis B than the general population.

HEPATITIS B


